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From t he éPresi dent

The closeof public submissionsn Junefor the new ACTNatural Resource
Management(NRM)Planand the awardingof ACTEnvironmentGrantshas

focussedhe/ 2 Y Y A (thb&ySgo@what is the role of volunteerssuchas

Friends of Grasslandsversus that of government in conserving our

environmentAnewandbold NRMPIlancouldbe a catalystfor the restoration

andlinkingof remnantgrassyecosystems.

The work of the ¥ C NA $ahdR an@ Parkcare groups in restoring and

managindushlandn publiclandsis highlybeneficiain termsof: engendering
community ownershipand a mandateto activelycare for their local bush;
ensuringhat thereis consistentocalmonitoringandknowledgeor managing
these sites; and providing additional expertise and labour beyand the

resourcef the governmentagencies.

Inthe caseof FOGandour workto conservegrassyecosystemén 2020,FOG
volunteerhourswere 9748, up 248 on 2019. Their financialcontribution is
valuedat $487,500.
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Morning tea at Guruband®hauraPark dter planting on 8 M

However, the government environmental management agencieshave a

primaryduty to lead stewardshipof publiclands.Thisis especiallyimportant
where government policies limit volunteer management activities, for

example,with overly complexapproval processesor by prohibiting use of

particular chemicalsor tools by volunteers.In particular, the government
agenciegelianceon periodicworkbyweedsprayingcontractors and(inmany
locations)prohibition of volunteers'useof selectiveand broadleafherbicides
blocksthoseagenciesrom moppingup missedveedplantsandregrowth,and

mayresultin re-infestations.

Inthe ACTGovernmenive arefortunate to haveenvironmentaimanagement
agencystaffwhoareexceptionallyledicatedandsupportiveof our community
efforts. The ACTGovernmentEnvironmengrarts are an important meansof
fundingkeybushrestorationactivities.
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ACTEnvironmeniGrantapplicationsrequire proponentsto identify how ongoingmaintenancewill be undertakenat

the target sites. However,in many casesonce volunteershave achievedenvironmentalrestoration to ‘care and

maintenancelevelsthey cannot undertakekey ongoingmaintenancewithout fundingor useof keyherbicidesMany
suchactivitiesare a core responsibilityof governmentagenciessuchas AfricanLovegrasgontrol alongroadsin and

adjoining bushlandsites using flupropanate. The ACI Governmentcould usefully plan for the transition of such
maintenancento their | 3 Sy @akt8-dagoperationalplans.FOGWill be discussingheseopportunitiesto enhance
conservatiorof grassyecosystemsvith the ACTGovernment.

JamPiett oc

Advocacy Report
Naarilla Hirsch d May 2021

We providedgenerakupportforthe! / ¢d@fiRegionaFireManagemenPlan20192028but drewattentionto three

areasin particularthat we thoughtcouldbe improved:applyingfuel reductiontechniquesn areasof highconservation
value,the ACTBushire ManagementStandardsand the applicationof adaptivemanagemento the Plan.Specific
commentsincludedthe need for the Planto considerwhich bushfire fuel managementtechniguesbest support
ecologicalesiliencein high quality conservatiorareas,e.g.how do individualmethodsaffectthe capacityof a site to

retain soilandfuel moisturein the landscape FOQurgedthat better resourcese givento monitoringandevaluation
of culturalindigenousburningtechniquesandecologicaburningtechniques.

FOG has made a substantial submission to the ACT government for i222B2dget. In it we talked about Canberra
Fa | aOAle Ay GKS fFyRaAOFILISeés F2tft26Ay3a 2y FTNRY (KS
City submissioim 2020. The components needed to achieve this were listed, followed by a proposal for creation of
specialist unit within government that will play a leading and active role to establish the revegetation program. As we
we asked for better conservatiaf the many grassland areas in the ACT that are outside reserves, better support fo
Franklin Grasslands and implementation of the landscape and offset plans, additional funding for weed control a
other work at Hall cemetery, and more support for thé-foo-profit sector via environment grants.

ChD LINRZARSR SEI(Sy a\ad8 ResofircadanageyiéntPlai: Kisussioh pafer 282aell as
providing comments on each of the questions posed by the discussion paper, we made seven recommendatic
concerning the Natural Resource Management (NRM) plan. The first was that a review of the previous NRM plar
prepared to determine to wdit extent it has been implemented that elements with shortfalls can be enhanced in the
new Plan. As well as agreeing with the focus on the three key threatened ecological communities in the Plan (wt
included NTG and BGGW), FOG asked that there benimodhat resources need to be spent on other species and
ecological communities. We also asked that protection be given to all grassy ecosystem sites, not only those that
within the reserve system, and that native grassland and grassy woodlanstdredeby (a) enhancement of habitat
and plant species diversity within existing remnants; (fftreduction of additional species into existing remnants;
and (c) creation of new habitat to provide a more natural landscape that links remnants, anespoppidrtunities for

the more general public to appreciate elements of the natural landscape. FOG considered that the NRM Plan shc
include resourcing of robust and consistent citizen science programs such as Vegwatch, and that a number of acti
should be included to support Landcare and NRM volunteers, and that NRM policy should encourage the A
Government to cement loaggrm opportunities and funding for the Catchment Groups as part of the mechanism to
enable the community to better support what élves.

The full text of these submissions appears on our website.
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§ Donations to support FOG B
«  FOGmakessmallgrantsto researcherseducatorsand on-groundprojects,knownasgrassyecosystengrants,a
highlyeffectivewayto supportgrassyecosystemdlt alsosupportsC h DTS project.
Tosupporttheseprojects,you canmakea tax-deductibledonationto FOGPublicFundby:
Directdebit: BSB533000,A/c 15349396(BendigaBank)
Pleasencludeyour nameandadviseour Treasuretreasurer@fog.org.au.
Chequepayableto W C NJoB3faRslandBublicC dzy R Q =

Mailedto TreasurerFriendsof Grasslandic.,POBox440,JamisorCentre ACT2614.
Note:if youwant yourdonationto go to the TSRbrojectpleasendicatethiswhenyoumakeyourdonation.

. Areceiptfor tax purposeswill be sentto you. Youmayalsoincludea donationwhenyou completeyour
h, membershipapplication/renewaform. THANKS



Black-shouldered Kite da small raptor
that likes to hover over grasslands.

Michael Bedingfield

The Blacishouldered Kite hovers expertly with rapid wingbeats. It is able to stay almost perfectly in the one spot. Usi
the breeze to keep it aloft it may move up, down, sideways, forwards or backwards. Seen from below it appears to
mostly white withgrey wingtips and a black spot under the wing. It is grey above with a black patch over the eyes. It
commonly seen perching on a high bare branch and then the black shoulders on the wings are very obvious. Males
females have the same colouring ard about 36 cm in length from bill to tail. Juveniles have reddish colouring added
G2 GKS 016012 KSIR YR OoONBIFradd® ¢KS O0ANRA I NB dzadz e
Ly G4KS SI NI &ailepture &NU Where thaip8ajkeartallked about the concept of a steady state economy.
He described the current way of running economies worldwide, where policy is driven by a desire for continuous grow
as unsustainable. He made the analogy of an aeroplane in flight, whicHometsl motion in order to maintain itself

in flight. If it drops below a certain speed it looses height and may even crash. Current policies cause our economie
behave similarly. When growth is halted and there is a recession, investment faltanesb¥ustows and there is
increased unemployment, etc. His alternative metaphor for the steady state economy was that of the helicopter, whi
can hover in one spot, or move forwards or backwards, without loosing height. But | prefer the image of the Bla
shouldered Kite hoveringkilfully

Continuous economic and population growth

/17{2;;’; require ever more natural resources, which
0

lﬁ’/’f’ can only result in environmental degradation
:,,{f and biodiversity decline. There is a destructive
@ :’%’””# worldwide momentum that began with the
l/ﬂ’,ﬁ' industrial revolution and it is difficult to halt.
%’Ib So the concept of steady state economics is
& ) becoming more popular and with many

scientists, economists and diplomats. A
steady state economy is one in which the size
of the gross domestic product and the
population is stable or only mildly fluctuating.
Economic decisions are made in conjunction
with ethical and ecological values. And to be
sustainable an economy may not exceed the
limits of the available natural resources over
the long term. This is a key ggement.
Economic growth has always been used for
building military power, but in an overgrown
global economy this kind of competition is out
of place. A focus on economic sustainability
for all is required. You can read more about it
at reference (a). Uass we can bring the two
driving forces of increasing economic
productivity and population growth under
control then biodiversity will continue to
decline.

Blackshouldered Kites form monogamous
pairs for breeding and have graceful aerial
courtship displgs. Their nest is high in a tree
and is made of sticks and lined with leaves.
While they need a tree for nesting they like
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open country for hunting. So their preferrbdbitat is open woodland or other lightly wooded areas, with their territory
including gasslands or farmland. Their diet consists of small animals, especially rodents, but also reptiles, insects
birds. While they can hunt from a perch, they usually prefer to do so by cruising above the landscape using their sh
eyes to scan the grourfdr potential prey. When a suitable animal is found they will hover above it, watching carefully
and waiting for the right moment, then drop or flutter down and capture the creature in their strong talons.

The Blacishouldered Kite is known by the scidntiiame ofElanus axillaridt is distributed widely throughout the
Australian mainland and into northern Tasmania. The bird that is most similar in size and colouring isihmgetter
Kite E. scriptuslt differs by having an extended black line lo@ tinderside of each wing. It is usually confined to the
arid interior of Australia and is only a rare visitor to the Southern Tablelands such as in times of drought.

Given the current state of conservative politics and established economic policieardttis imagine much change in

the near future. But when the current approach to managing our world is clearly unsustainable, new methods need
be considered. Perhaps we can look to the natural world works for guidance. The beautifsh@ltdred Ke,
hovering silently over a grassy expanse very inspirational.

References:

ConservingMonaro native grasslands

Margaret Mackinnon*

Nativegrasslandareaniconofthe W (i NBLStf [ Shiklonaro. Today)essthan10%of the originalgrasslandsemain
[1], leadingto their current protection under environmentallegislation. For conservationpurposes,the native
grasslandsgall into three categories- W K A @ X DR S (i 8dAservationd | f dEBe@® AaBK @rhaps,the
WY 2 R Sddtegiresre protectedunderthe bannerof the criticallyendangeredecologicacommunityknownasthe
Natural TemperateGrasslandf the SouthEast Highlands(NTG),while those of W{ Zans§krvationvalue are not.
Delineatingbetween these types, however, highlightsthree practicalissueswith applyingthis protection, namely,
W2 K SridbK S & K Rareil K Sand4fl 2dtheyfit the legislatiy’ K Q

Wherearethey?Maps,mapsandmaps

Theindicativemap [2,3], shownbelow, predictsthe distribution of the NTGprior to Europeansettlementbasedon
geologicalsoilandvegetationsurveyf the Monaroperformedin the 1950sby the NSWSoilConservaon Servicd4].
Most of the NTG¢ the W RBIRI & aforin [4]R k3 on the basaltcountry betweenCooma Berridale Dalgetyand
Nimmitabel,while the lesscommon¥ Y 2 A M & a dcdupytReirier valleyson granite country at the foot of the
SnowyMountains.

SinceEuropearsettlement,someof the originalnativegrasslandasbeenfully replacedor mixedwith exoticpasture
grasse®r weedspecieswhile othershaveshiftedin nativespecieslominanceasaresultof grazmgoressure(e g.from
Thenedasp.to Austrostlpaand Danthonia A | b
spp.)termed¥ Y 2 R hédorsliatdition, : )
new typesof grasslanchaveemergedasa |
result of widespread clearing of grassy
woodlands.TheseW & S O 2 ygr RURNEN
grasslands are thought to bear little

resemblanceo the NTG.Thus,changesn

species composition have blurred the

definition of the NTG and, therefore, its

conservatiorvalue.

In the early 2000s,a seriesof studieswas

commissionedby various organisationsto
map and classifythe extantgrasslandypes

Grasslands pre-1750

USIng Sa'[e”Ite |ma.gery [5(10] Whlle the QSnowy Monaro Regional Council boundary

Main road

data were shared across studies, each
applieda different classificatiorsystem,all
producing a high number of classesthat

Pre-European settlement
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reflectedthe complexitythat had evolvedsincesettlement. Tofacilitate practicalapplicationof the maps,eachstudy
distilled this complexityinto fewer (5-10) categoriesthat representeddegreesof conservatiorvalue:broadly,these
were zero,low, moderate,and high conservationvalue,or not applicable However, categorisationgliffered across
studies. Two of the studies subsequentlyproduced substantially revised maps following feedback from the

commissioningorganisations.Unsurprisinglya consensusmap for the W1 A ¥ KRR dAN@QW [ 2c8rQervation
grasslandsvasnot produced Moreover,sincethesemapsare predictiveonly,andbasedon arelativelylow numberof

on-groundfloristicsurveystheir predictionreliabilityis consideredow [11].

In2014,SouthEast_ocalLand Servicegommissione@ Biometridimapto rationalisevegetationmapsfrom acrosghe
SouthEast,includingthe grassland$l1]. Unlikethe woodyvegetation,grassland# this mapwere basedon satellite
imagery,i.e., the studiesdescribedabove. Grasslandswere categorisedas: NTG,W | Andatfal valuea NJ aaf |y
Wa 2 R SdNdwicdhservatiorvalued NI & &4t { I LySR @B Nhdif the SouthEastern A 3 K f(natjiébat Qith
adifferentspeciesilominanceo NTGj.e.,modifiedgrasslands}Perivedgrasslandsf the SouthEasterrHighlandsand
SouthEastCornerd.e.,secondangrasslands}Alpin&and W dzy ltododé G5 | & aThefepof &cphpanyinghe map

did not specifywhich,if any,of the categorisatiorsystemsrom the satelliteimagey studieswasapplied.Notably,the
combiningof WY 2 R Saxd Wit S¥@b Gne categoryin this map departedfrom the high/medium/lowcategorisation
systemappliedin the satelliteimagerystudies. Combining? Y 2 R Swith Wit SAago@esnot alignwith the legislation
whichclassifiesV K AoENKY(2 R SaspraieSi@andW f agsigprotected(seebelow).

Twofurther mapsare relevantto this discussionThefirst isthe mapfor the NTGprovidedaspart of the Conservation
Advicefor its nationallistingin 2016[12]. However this mapis low resolutionandindicativeonly.

Thesecondmapisthat usedbythe Stategovernmento helpapplythe legislation(seebelow).Landin NSWsclassified
asCategoryl or 2, underthe NSWLocalLandServiced_andManagementFrameworl{13]. Categoryl is previously
clearedland, deemedaslow conservatiorvalueand maybe clearedof grasslandsCategon?2 isWw S 3 dif | yaBEC(R
canonly be clearedundercertainconditions.Themap delineatingCategoryl and Cate@ry 2-type landis not publicly
available. Category?2 land canbe one of three types¢ Sensitive)ulnerableand unspecified. The Sensitivecategory
includeghe NTGandother highconservatiorvaluenativevegetation. TheVulnerablecategorycovergiparianor highly
erodibleland. Onlythe Sensitiveand Vulnerablecategoriesare shownon the NVRMap [14]: like the Categoryl land,
CategonR2-unspecifiedandis not. Thus,from this map, it is not possiblefor a landowneror anothermemberof the
publicto determinewhetherclearingof nativegrasslandsnightbe permissibleon a givenpieceof land.

Legslation

Therearetwo levelsof legislationg Commonwealttand Stateg that governthe removalof nativegrasslanddJltimately
andforemost,the protection of NTGtype grassland$alls underthe nationallegislationithis prohibits clearingof any
grasshndsdefinedasNatural TemperateGrasslandsf the SouthEasterrHighlandsThisecologicabommunitywasre-
definedin 2016underthe EPB@\ct(1999)[15] whenit wasreclassifiedrom endangeredo criticallyendangered16].
While the Act clearlyprotects (underWa S (i IK@ Re Guide[17]) the W R W& '@ Y 2 fodnd dDthe pre-European
grassland§4] dominatedoy ThemedaPoaor Carexspp.,it isuncleamwhetherit protectsthe W & S O 2 ghéi YNeBROA F A ¢
formsof nativegrasslandwhetherit doesor not dependson asecondangetof criteriarelatingto other grassandnon-
grassnative speciesand their diversityd Wa S (i @2h&Guide[17]). Importantly,the legislationdoesnot explicitly
invokethe high/medium/lowconservatiornvalueclassificatia usedin the maps(seeabove)or in the Statelegislation
(seebelow). Thethresholdfor >50%native speciescompasitionin this nationallegislationdoes,however,alignwith
the definitionof W{ ZahgRrvatiorvalueasappliedin the Statelevellegigation.

Managindhowthis legislations appliedon the ground(thoughnot how it isenforced)fallsto NSWLocalLandServices.
Forruralzonediand,thisisunderthe LandManagemen{NativeVegetationCode2018 [18],acomponentof the NSW
LocalLandServicest andManagementFrameworl{13]. Other componentsof this Framework are the NVRMap [14]
and,for urbanandenvironmentaizonedland,a StateEnvironmentaPlanningPolicy.

Forthe purposesof advisingon clearingof grasslandinderthe Code NSWLocalLandServicegxplicitlyclassifieghe
grasslandssW|[ 2WaQSR brdPY acanKervatior | f [d8620]. Thesecorrespondo the land categoriegyivenin
the NVRMap: W[ 2iggQtegoryl (unregulated);W a S R Asd2at€yory2 ¢ unspecifiedand therefore potentially
protected;andW | AisTC&t€yon2cW{ S y aridihusai®raticallyprotected(exceptinganycaveatsinderthe Code).

Definitions

Assigninga grasslando high, mediumor low conservationvalue categoriespresentsa challenge howeer, and the
existingmaps(whichare, at best,onlyindicative)are uninformativein this respect.Thisleavesthe burdenof assigning
categoriedo the detailsin the Code Inthe caseof the W K Acadg@yandNTGthisis clearsincethe definitionof NTG
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is well definedin the nationallegislation[17], but for other typesof grasslandsuchasthe secondaryand modified
grasslandsvhich havehigh native content, it is not. Theassignmenbf W{ 2salsbstraightforward:it is defined as
havinglessthan50%native speciesor havingbeenWa A 3 y xiFtrb@doy/YiRt RAA FTheidtigtonof WY 2 RS NI
by contrast,is not transparentin the Codeor the nationallegislation.To objectify the processa tool knownasthe

WYL y (iGRaNstanthnd other Groundcoverssessmenimethod, L D D ! has@een developedand deployedby Local
LandServicesThistool canonly be appliedby a qualifiedexpert. Themethodologybehindthe tool doesnot appearto

have been publishedyet. Thus,at present,the definition of Wa 2 R S &hl @ IS Xxdrié@vationvalue grasslands
remainsopaqueto moststakeholders.

Significantlythe burden of categorisingalsolies with landowners.Thisis becauselandownerscan selfassessasto
whether the grasslanctontains<50%native speciesand is therefore of Wt godservationd | f dizf QaBsesseds
suchi,it canbe clearedwithout consultingLocalLandServicesGiventhe speciescomplexityof nativegrasslandsheir
intergradingwith exoticspeciesandtheir seasonalityn speciesdominancethis maybe anunreliableprocessandthus
LocalLandServicesecommendsinderthe Codethat expertadviceis sought.If the grasslandsdeemed? Y 2 R SaXd G S
Y K Acainketvatiorvalueusingthe IGGAMool, or other crtieria, any clearirg that is permissibles then subjectedto
restrictionsunder the Coderegardingmaximumarea per year, erodible or riparian land, and a number of other
allowancesSetasideareasarerequired.

Thus,in the end, conservatiorof the native grasslandsloesnot dependon the availabilityor quality of mapsbut ona
caseby-caseon-groundassessmendf the compositionand conditionof the grasslandn question,just asone would
hope.Whetherselfassessmeris adequatefor achievinghe conservatiorobjective isdebatable. Thislargelydepends
onwhetherWa 2 R SOddsénftior | f gizSsands the categorymostat riskof beingclearedif seltassessmeris
inaccurateor negativelybiasedq deserveprotection. Thisprovokesthe largerquestionof the corservationobjective
itself. Do grasslandslominatedby native speciesbut not definedas NTG havessignificantecologicalvaluesin the
grassyecosystemsfthe Monaro?Wouldconservatiorof suchgrasslandplayarolein protectingthe NTGfor example,
by expandingthreatened specieshabitat or providing connectivity?If so, are these types coveredby the existing
legislationmanagemenplansandtools?Sincethis groupis the leastwelldefined,possiblylargein terms of acreage,
and mostat risk, a sharperfocuson their potential contributionto, and meansof protectingthe endangeredyrassy
ecosystem®f the Monarois warranted.

*Dr. MargaretMackinnonis the currentChairof UpperSnowyLandcareNetworkand an HonoraryAssociatdProfesso
at the AustralianNationalUniversityln a disclaimershestates:W ¢ f&erialin this article derivesfrom a readingof
publicly available documents over a short time period which may have led to any misinterpretations or
misunderstandingsontainedherein.Readerare thereforereferredto the sourcematerialgivenin the Referenceand
to the expertsin the field within LocalLandServiceandFriendfDNJ 4 & f F Y RA Q@
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Requestsfor FOGassistance

Geoff Robertson

FOQeceivegegularrequestdatleastweekly)for assistancéargelythroughits info@fog.org Theserviceaimsto create
anunderstandingf the manydimensionof grassyecosystemsp provideanswergo particularquestionsio pointto

other sourceof informationandto encouragehe useof the info provided(e.g.the inquirermightusethe information
in his/her communicationspn-groundwork and/or advocacy)Apartfrom hopefullyassistinghe inquirer, the service
helpsto keepFOGgrounded- closerto its grassroots (punintended).Thisarticle sharesmy experiencen answering
guestiongreceivedby info@fog.

Typicatypesof requestsare:

A Alandowner(or managerwantsto managdandfor grassyconservation questiongnayrelateto plantidentification,
weeding,and availabilityof plantsand seeds A deeperand related questionis how to introduceor restoregrasses
andwildflowersto the property?

A Astudent(rangingfrom primaryschoolto postgraduate)wantsassistancevith anassignment/thesis/researgiaper
involvinggrassyecosystemsr relatedspecies.

A Governmentstaff and other grassystakeholdersmay want to discoverwhat we know about particular issues,
researchsites,etc. and/orthe namesof peoplethey might contact.

A Anorganisatioror individualmaywant assistancevith an advocacyssue.

A Themediamaywant a briefingor commenton anissuerelatedto grassyecosystem®r a submissiorthat FOGhas
made.

A Anagencyor groupmaylike FOGto makea presentation attend a meeting,andsoon.

Unlesgherequestisasimpleone,requestsare besthandledby a phonecall,to establisithe backgroundo the inquiry
andwhatthe inquirerknowsanddoesnot know.Oncethe backgrounds known,it is easierto assessvhatinformation
shouldbe offered.

Landmanagement

Oftenthesequestionsare askedby motivatedbeginners whereto start? Most of usrememberthat whenwe started

it wasall rather overwhelmingQuestiond often askare:

AWhatisthe sizeof the property (or conservatiorarea)?

AWhatare the landscapecharacteristicsAvhat is the structure of vegetationand what vegetationcommunitiesare
present? what native plantsandweedspeciesare present- how extensivds eachof the specis?Oftenanswergo
thesequestiongnaynot be known.

AWhatadvicehasthe enquirerobtainedabouteachof the questiongust raised?Do they havea plant list and, if so,
who compiledit?

AWhatare the skillsof the inquirerin relationto planting,weeding etc? Doesthe enquirerhavealandmanagement
or weedmanagemenplan,and,if so,who preparedit?

It is then possibleto build on the A Y |j dzkidBlédieand experience.For beginners,my approachis one of
encouragementto takeon oneor two tasks o be patient,andto stressinitial learningis slow,but that the taskof land
recoverycanspeedup asonelearnsnewknowledgeandskills.Initial stepswouldincludelearninghowto identify some
of the nativeandexoticplants.

| usuallysuggesthat the inquirer find a nearbygroupthat hassimilaraimsand objectives More knowledgeablend
experiencednembersof the groupmaybe of greatassistancevith plantidentificationandweedissuesandadviceon
how to start. Alsothe inquirerwill get a chanceto seesimilarpatchesto his/her patchandwhatis achievablelf the
inquirer can join FOGactivities,this would be a highly suitable outcome - here it is necessaryto explainwhat the
different FOGactivitiesinvolveandhow they mayassisthe enquirer.

Tolearnhow to identify plants,| suggespossiblebookssuchasGrasslancand WoodlandFlora,and onlineresources

suchas CanberraNature Map - | explainhow to obtain and usethese.Theseare just someof the resourceseadily
available Sometimed mayarrangeavisitto a propertyit that is desirableand practical.

Assistancéo students

Often,after ascertainingrom the studentthe nature of the project, it is often easyto acquainthim/her with the
informationavailableon the FOGwnebsiteandother resourceghat they mayreadilyaccessl haveoften arrangedo
visita studenton site to explainwhat grasslandare aboutandto encourageheir attendanceat a FOGevent
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Advocacy

Whenthe personhasanissueon whichtheywantto campaignit is usefulto takethe time to suggesthow they might
researchthe issuespuild communitysupport,talk to politiciars and stakeholdersmakea submissionandfollow
through.lIt is usefulto explainhow FOGdoesthiswork andto refer to the relevantsubmission§OGhasmade,which
areon its website.Sometimesif practical,| havevisitedpeopleon siteto provideassstance.

CanFOGsupporta particularadvocacyeyondgivingadviceFOGdoesandwill supportadvocacyssuesHowevertit
haslimited resourcesandit focuseson grassyecosystemsindbroaderrelatedbiodiversityissues.

Governmentstakeholdeor mediainquiries

Governmentstakeholdeior mediamaywant briefingon grassyissuesor aboutC h Ds@dnissiond-OGreadily
providesbackgroundriefings,andjournalistsmayquote anysubmissionsn our website.Beyondthat, if mediawant
to quote a spokesperso, then arrangementsare madefor C h Dpfedidentto do that or to delegatethe task.

FOGoresentationgo groups

FOGespondgositivelyto requeststhat it providea presentationor a briefingto a groupon whatit does,or on
grassyecosystemssuesnore generally- thisis part of our role in supportinggrassyecosystems.

Requestdor contactdetails

If we receivearequestto providecontactdetailsfor someonewe maypasson the contactdetailsif that contactis
publiclyadvertisedpr approachthe personto be contactedseekingheir permissiorto do so.

If anyonewantsto knowmore aboutthis or evenassistpleasecontactme at geoff.robertson@fog.orf0403221117.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Recent

Plantingat BlueGumPoint

16 May.Onacoldmorning temperature5 degreeC,the
FOGNational Landsvolunteersplanted 180 nativesin
placeof a messof woodyweeds blackberrieandweed
grases(previouslynuked) Restoratiorwill reduceweed
invasion of Button Wrinklewort habitat. This

demonstrateswhat a finely-honed group of volunteers
canachieve firstremovalof weedsfrom adegradedsite
andthen planting.Thisis part of the work supgported by
an ACTGovernmenEnvironmenGrant.

Theview back from lake end towards main planting area in g
with some nice Yellow Box trees in the backgrauAdidrew
Zelnick
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FoG Event s

BellarineGrassland&roup

On Wed 5 May, at the invitation of the Grasslands
Interest Group (GIG), within the Bellarine Landcare
Group(BLG)GeoffRandAndrewZtook partinanonline
forum. The group has been formed by people with a
commoninterestin understandinghe grassyegetation
layer and how to restore it, starting with existing
remnants.

The group had sent a list of questionsto guide the

discussionHowhasFOGemainedvibrantfor almost30

years?C h Dpfaaticalexperiencen establishinghative
grasseson farms, and getting rid of pasture grasses;
C h Dviewaison soiltestingandmanagmentof nutrients

to enhancenative grasslandsWhat works well, and

whatR 2 S aiyt€@risdf organisingOGactivitiesand

keeping members engaged?; and How the FOG
committeeworks- anysuggestiongor us?

Geoff and Andrew gave honest answersto these and
manyotherfollow-up questionsTheyfocussenC h D Q a
history,the issuest hasfaced,andthe upsanddowns.
Thetake awaymessageif any,wasthat while FOGhas

much to celebrate, it has required developingand
keepinga vision of what might be achievable finding

ways to achieve it, and valuing each LIS NE& 2 y Q
contribution. Therewassomediscussiorof avisitto the
Bellarinelaterin the year.

Oneofthe3 NP qebjsziis SmartFarms regenerative
agricultureon the BellarineBLGhasreceivel a $50,000
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SmartFarmsGranttowardsbuildinglocalknowledgeof

andthe practiceof regenerativeagriculture particularly

where it appliesto reestablishmentf native grasses.

Theprojecthasstrongalignmentwith the GIG whichis

planningthe projectrollout, whichrunsuntil June2023.
[ Daieatnewslettermaybe found here.

Yas<5orge

On 15 May, membersof Friendsof Grasslandvisited
Yasgsorge Whilethe weatherwasthreateningrainand
cold,especiallyith averycoolbreeze within the gorge
awayfrom the breezeit wasvery pleasantand for the
mostpart sunry.

Ledby Geoff Robertsonco-author of Welcometo our
YassGorge and KathMcGuirk,YassAreaNetwork, the

group enjoyed seeingthe many wonderful Iandscape
scenes observable from
variousparts of the gorge, ¥
and learning about the |
three vegetation | ‘
communties present, |
namelyriparianvegetation,
yellow box red gum grassy |1,
woodland, and
grassland. The group
stopped at many places
along the walk to look at
some of the plants, with
explantationgy plantguru, MargaretNlng Theunusual
ones are shown here:

nineawn grass, also
known as bottlewashers
(Enneapogonnigricans)

blanketfern (Pleurosorus
rutifolius) and tick indigo

(Indigoferaadesmiifolid.

Throughoutthe morning
the chatter of the many
small birds could be

heard, and the group was welcomedby the 32 NH S Q:

sometimeresident,alittle eagle whichsoaredaboveus.

Grassesare a fascinationto the groupand manynative
and introduced grasseswere identified. The youngest
member of our group, Arthur, seen in the photo,

coIIectedmanyspeC|me|s and proudly knewthe name
of the mostprevalentgrasskangaroqgrass.

Yasg5orgehasa rich history of Ngunnawabccupation,
even until recently, and since the 1980s much has
happenedin the Gorgeto remove weeds that once
overwhelmedt, suchasblackberryand willows,andto

putin pathways easilywalkedon the northernsideand
more challengingon the southern. Theseefforts have
been a partnership largely involvingthe Counciland
volunteers,suchas YassArea Network and Friendsof

YassGorge,and outside groupssuch as Kosciuszkao

CoastGreeningAustraliaand Friendsof Grasslands.

Photosby KathMcGuirkand HeatherSweet.

News of Friends of GrasslandsdJuly & August 2021

Pg.9


http://www.bellarinelandcare.org.au/index.php/newsletters/newsletter-current

FranklinGrassland

Sinceour last newsletter,the FOGFranklinGrasslands
Parkcaresrouphasheldwork partieson April 28, May 4
and26,andJune2. Oneof the work partieswasdevoted
to plantingwallabygrassin one of the patchesthat was
openedup by the removalof blackberrieg; theseplants

FOGat EnvironmenDayDinner

5 June.Thoseat the FOGtable at the Con/ 2 dzy OA f

Environment Day Dinner had an enjoyable night
participating in the fastmoving spectacle.For many
yearsnow the dinner, a major fundraiserfor the Con
Counciland its campaignshasbuilt on previousyeas.

were grown by VanessaGoss,one of the 3 NRB dzLJQGuestspeakemRebeccaduntleytalkedaboutherrecent

members.Three further work partieseachconsistingpf
three people met to ensure that the plants were
watered( the survivakate hasbeengood.

Themainfocusof the grouphasbeento weed,extend
and link up patchesof high-quality grasslandsMany of

these patcheswere initially created by sprayingout

blackbery, leavinglarge areasof bare ground. These
weresubsequentlygolonisedy nativegrassesndforbs

andmanyweeds Byremovingthe weeds thesebecame
patcheswith adiverserangeof nativeplants.Mostlythe

weeding was done manually. Theseareas were also
successfullgeededwith wallabygrassandhoarysunray
- the proliferation of sunraydaisiesmake these areas
veryattractive.

Beforeits lastwork party it wasdecidedthat the group
would start to spot spray,particularlyisolatedphallaris
plants that grew in better quality areas.Four of the
group membershave ChemCertqualifications.At the
last work party some of the volunteersspot sprayed.
Otherdevelopmentsnclude:layingthe groundwork for
the seedorchardin the north eastcorner; agreenent
with the Ngunnawapeoplethat the site will changeits
nameto BudjanGalindji,areferenceto water birds(e.g.

[ I { K IS¥igejithat may be seen at the site;
participationin C h DdR-ground projectsday (12 Jun);
andthe on-lineforumonthe offsetplanningparticularly
related to BudjanGalindji(17 Jun).Also FOGprovided
informal commentson the draft offset plan. More on
thesemattershasbeenheldoverto our nextnewsletter.
Duringthe winter months, it hasbeendecidedthat only
one workingparty will be heldeachmonth ¢ on the first
Wednesday9amto noon).
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book Howto TalkAboutClimateChangen a Way That
Makesa Difference Her talk, like her book and recent
radio interviews,givesvery usefulinsightsinto how to

discussthis issuewith thosewho R 2 ya€réptclimate
change.Theseinsights are useful to explain many a
controversialsubject, focusingon how to listen and
respondrather than usinga confrontationalapproach
(thereis plentyof materialon the webto follow thisup).

Local ABC persondity Lish Fejer, MC, and Roland
Manderson, auctioneer, gave their all - it was
entertainingjust to watchthemin action.

A big theme for the night wasthe fundraisingto save
LawsorNorth andits wildlife. Theaimisto raise$40,000
- bythe endof the nightit wasannouncedhat theywere
more than halfway there. Other achievementsand
campaignsvere alsomentioned,suchasthe Makethe
Switch website to stop using gas, and the Make the
Move website supportingthe move from carbasedto
activetravel. Theannouncemenbf progresson ACTcat
containmentwasalsowelcome.

The eveningwas also a great opportunity to catchup
with friends and to lobby, especiallywith so many
politiciansin the room: Andrew Barr (Chief Minister),
Mick Gentleman ShaneRattenbury, Rebeccad/assarotti
(Ministers) and Leannne Castley (opposition
spokespersonon the Environment) Peter Cain(Lib),Jo
Clay(Green)and SuzanneOrr (Labor).Congratulations
to the ConCouncil FOGsupportsyour efforts.

Stop housing on
Lawson Nth grasslands!

The Conservation Council is raising $40,000 to
support protecting our local environment. It is
more than halfway there. Canyou donate to help
us reach our target? A key target is to stop
housing development on grasslands, woodlands
and habitat for threatened species at Lawson
North. You can make a difference by donating to
its appeal, signing the petition to save Lawson
North grasslands or volunteering on a campaign!
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Ne ws

ABQGrassland$odcast

In this ABCpodcast 27 Feb 2021, Miyuki Jokiranta
interviews Ann McGregor(Merri Creek),JohnDelpratt
(University of Melbourne), Alan Appelbe (owner of
Melalewca), Reg Abrahams(Wurdi Youang and Peter
Wilodarczykandaskshe questiond { ®wcanwe learn
to seethe landscapeanew and protect the remaining
IANF aaflyRaKé

ACTGrassyGrantsAnnounced

In early June, the ACT Government announced its
Environmentand Nature in the City Grantsvalued at
$300k. The full statement of the 32 ASNY Y
announcemenmaybe found here.

FOGwas pleasedto be awarded$27,375for Phase2
(2ndyear)of its BlueGumPointWoodlandrestorationat
YarralumlaFOGpresident,JamiePitock saidd ¢ Kska a
recognition that groups like FOG, comprising solely
volunteers,can take on major projects. It wasalsoan
endorsemenbf the work alreadyundertakenin 2020-21
when FOGreceived$20,865for Phasel of the project.
Thisinvolvedremoving many woody weedsand exotic
trees from the south shore of LakeBurley Griffin and
expanding and improving the adjacent natural
temperategrasslandsi-OGalsoplayeda role in several
other grant applicationsand is pleasedthat so many
focus on grassyecosystemsvegetation or associated
a LIS Qlandiesadd.

Rpund

Photo (Andrew Zelnik) is a view back from lake end towa
main planting area in gully with some nice Yellow Box tree
the background. These plantings were undertakd®hase 1 ¢

the FOG project.
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BredboGentian& Wandiyali

On21April,the UpperMurrumbidged_andcaréNetwork
held the first of its 2021 series of mini-forums on
Landscap®&ecoveryRestorationand ResilienceThere
weretwo presentationsof interestto FOGmembers.

Laura/ | y I Oprebeft@ianwas titled The resilient
Bredbogentian.Sheis a projectofficer workingwith the
NSWSavingour Specieprogram,and describesherself
asd Horanerdfromway6 | Oq I£ 8bidosein life isto
inspire people to get excited about our unique and
captivatingnativeflorainthe hopethat by beingnoticed,
_it will be LINR i S Shéadsthréedthe FOGFacebook
S [Xaﬂe%hile her presentation broadly covered many
issuesassociatedvith threatenedspeciesherfocuswas
on the genusGentiana,400 speciesworld wide, 4 in
Australia: G. baeuerienii, G. bredboensis, G.
wingecarribiensiand G. wissmanii.All four are annual
and openonly in full sun;restrictedto swampmargins
and grow in wet seepageareas; and are listed as
threatened. The news on each speciesis majorly
concerning, but our Bredbo gentian after a non
appearanceluringmanyyeas of drought,bouncedback
with over a thousandplantsseenafter the 2020 heavy
rains.What are the lessonshere?Suggestou view the

Bredbogentian

The secondwas by CarolynLarcombeon Wandiyali:
recoveryrestorationandresilienceManyFOGnembers
arefamiliarwith Carolyrandherworkat Wandiyal{near
Queanbeyanasaresultof C h Dv3idlate lastyearand
her presentationto the first of C h D énéne forums
earlier this year. Carolineis a passiomte visionary.For
those who want to understandhow to manageand
restore this large reserve consistingof many grassy
ecosystems, please take the time to view this

(Wandiyal).

FleaBogFlatreceivegyrant- JuliaRaine

Great news ¢ we were successfulwith our grant
application,announcedyesterday full list here here. |
know wedl all be looking forward to working with Dr
Catherine Ross from Capital Ecologyto develop a
managemenplan for FleaBogFlat.2 S (Qyét together
soonto celebrateandplannextsteps.

Speciathanksto all thosewho havehelpedusalongthe
way including TCCS/olunteer coordinators,Allan and
Jayne,Dr Masumi Robertson,GCGstaff, Kat & Fiona,
Geoff& Margaretandothersfrom Friendf Grasslands
and to Linda Roberts, ACT Heritage, South Bruce
ResidentsAssociation HughesGarran Woodlandsand
Canberra0rnithologistsGroup(COGJor their letters of
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